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Observational Profile Area

Sentence Structure

Suitable for Years 4—6

Suitable For
] Small Group
] 1:1 Session

Language Support Program

Teaching Procedure

Matching two event sentences (Because)

Language Focus

Comprehension and
production of sentences that
use a causal conjunction
(because) to identify the
subordinate clause.

Oral Language Observational
Profile Indicators targeted:

m  Understanding and /or
describing two events that
occur in a sentence using

subordinate clauses.

Materials

m  Resource sheets titled
‘Understanding two event
sentences (subordinate
clause—because) on the
following page.

Procedure

m Cut out sentence pairs.

m Put down and read aloud a
sentence (The boy got
dressed) Explain to the
student that this is a sen-
tence.

m Put down and read aloud a
subordinate clause

(because it was time to go
to school) Explain that this
is not a sentence , highlight-
ing that when ‘because’ is
present, part of the sen-
tence is missing (either
cause or effect)

m Model a sentence match
and get student to identify

the joining word (because).

m The student can then match
the other sentence pairs.

m Extend by getting the stu-
dent to make up a new
ending for each sentence.

Notes

To extend this activity, give the

student a sentence about
everyday activities and ask
them to add an ending to

make a complex sentence, e.g.
| was late for school (because |

slept in).

Document prepared by Hugh McCusker and Lee Oliver (Lewis & Lewis 2006).

Based on material developed by Dr John Munro in conjunction with the Victorian Department of Education & Training.



MATCHING TWO EVENT SENTENCES (Because)

--------------------------------------------------------

Er_'!'_hg_ boy gotdressed. because it was time to go to school
Jack ate some cookles. . because he was hungry
5,_T_h?_Q_i_"_|_‘_"!?_r!t_5_‘_"_’i'_"_‘!'_‘_i_“_9_-_______________________,i because she was hot
?__$_ql_ly_v_v_gn_t__tg_s_l_qg_p:______________________________5 because she was tired
Thedogwassmk because he ate some chocolate
;_]’_hg_g_i_r_l_s__rn__qgl_t_e_ggnp_lyyi_c_:h_t_a_s_.___________________j because they were going on a picnic
Tomwasupset because he lost his new watch
E__._Jp_q_y_v_v_gnt__s_hgp_pi[\g._____________________________5 because she won two hundred dollars
;_T_hga_ manwas happy. because he was on holidays

The woman made a cake. \ because it was he son’s birthday
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